Near Warman, Sask., 1976
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A generation ago, Saskatchewan Mennonites rallied to halt the construction of a uranium
refinery in their community. Their struggle holds lessons for climate activists today.
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by Jonathan Dyck
& Josiah Neufeld

As her parents plan for retire-
ment, Nettie Wiebe, a young
philosophy student, is spending
the summer helping them

out on the family farm.

This SEDCO* deal is

going to be our best

option. We'd be set
for retirement.

I think you
should do it,

*SEDCO: A provincial crown corporation
looking for land on behalf of Eldorado Nuclear:

They offered to
buy the farm.

A week |ater; Nettie's Friend
asks to meet her For coffee.

You said those men
were from the

government, but
did they tell you
why they want
the land?

At the office the other
day, I'saw this docu-
ment lying on a desk.

The government’s looking
into the potential For a uran-
ium refinery in your area. I
thought you should know.




THE NEXT DAY

Hi, is this Jake Siemens?
This is Nettie — John

{ Wiebe's daughter.

Has anyone come by your
Farm to ask you about

optioning your

land? Why yes,

I'm actually
heading to
Saskatoon
tomorrow
morning
to sign the
papers.

Could you please wait
until we find out more.
Something about this
doesn't seem right.

Meanwhile, SEDCO makes inroads
with other community members.

Besides, we’ve
got deep pockets.
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’ There's an energy crisis. We need
nuclear power. Think of all the jobs this
will bring bto the comm unity.

Wheve are you going
to Find a better
offer?

Nettie doesn't khow much
about uranium — only that
it's connected somehow to
nuclear weapons.
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She and many farming fam-
ilies in the aven are Menno-
nites, a Christion tradition
noted for its pacifism,

How do we
stop this?

We need

S
T

to educate
ourselves.

In the midst of the Cold Wor;
Saskatchewan's NDP govern-
ment has put its weight behind
the uranium boom.

Hello, yes,
can I book the
high school
auditorium?

The Mennonites in the Warman
area have rarely engaged in
politics, but all that is about to
change.

There must be over
300 people here!

Nettie and others fForm the
Warman and District Concerned
Citizen Group (WDCCG) and
begin to organize. But the fight
won't be easy.




With support from local

government, the president of
Eldorado Nuclearis contident
they can get community buy-in.

We won’t build this refinery
here unless it's wanted.

' As mayor, I bring

the Full endorsement
of town council

to this project.

The Rural Municipality
of Corman Poark also
supports this venture.
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Over the next three years, the
WDCCG learn about the risks of
nuclear waste, host community
meetings, write letters, distribute
pamphlets and build relationships
with local environmental groups.

At the first formal meeting with Eldorado, company reps are startied by
the group’s level of knowledge and unprepared for their arguments.

How would you
contain a radio-
active spill?

W hat about
groundwater
contamination?,

IF the refinery is “safe,”
why do you need such
a big exclusion zone?

Can you acknowledge
that we're talking about
amoral issue here?

In 1979, Eldovado flies a community delegation,
including Nettie ond six other members of the WDCCG,
tosee a town in Ontario that has lived with a vranium
refinery For nearly 50 years.

Welcome to
Port Hope!

But they don’t just settle
for the guided tour. They
get in touch with a local
environmental group.

[ Eldorado’s poor was:s

manogement has con-
tominated our drinking
water ond created high
radon levels in

These Mennonites

\ For Mennonites, the Christian
don't make any sense!

faith encompasses all of life.

We need
to talk to
an expert.

We believe that it is not right to
inflict o debt upon the next
generation that we are not willing
to Face ourselves.
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JANUARY, 1980. The Federal Environmental Assessment Review

OFfice arranges three weeks of hearings before an expert panel. &
Grain ond dairy farmers, Indigenous representatives,
business people, labourers, politicians, teachers, N

housewives and peace activists — 347 speakers
in total — appear before the panel and Eldorado
representatives to voice their concerns.

Too mony people have
signed up to speak. We won't
even be oble to hear them all in
three weeks! We’'ve already added
two extra hearings. Could you
just submit one big briet?
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I am one of the quiet
Mennonites who mustered my
Courage to speak into this

microphone. I am hoping our ¥ Everyone needs
form will be handed on to K to be heard.
the third generation in good This is the only

condition. ballot we're
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You are asking
us to turn our
ploughshares

back into
swords.

Katyy BOLDT
Grain & dairy
Farmer
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Eldorado says that countries
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_ ( ‘ REV. ERNI
buying Canadion uranium must | HILDEBRAN
hove signed a nuclear non-pro- } | Chair of \
liferation treaty, but there / & pastor
ore no sanctions For backing There is no direct relation- Mennonil

out of such on agreement, I —

ship between the peaceful
and military uhlization
of nuclear fission.

SO the treaty is not an

adequate assuronce. i You sound as if the world is

=] in equilibrium... and you will
control who will use atomic
bombs. Amazing!

LEO DRIEDGER
Sociologist

PETER PREBBLE
A dissenting NDP MLA

RON DAKERS
Eldorado VP of Refining




It is against our conscience to
consent to a plant that will
refine chemicals to produce
atomic weapons that could

later used to destroy
the human race.
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REV. JOHN REDDEKOPP
Bergthaoler Mennonite congregation
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NB)§ How am I going
to sell a rodio-
active haybale?
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(L’ JoE FROESE
Farmer
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But Rev. Reddekopp,
Eldorado has stated that
they are not going to be
making nudear weapons

at their plant.

We cannot agree with you.
The company hos been un-
able to give us that guarantee.
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I've been trying to
understand the whibe
man For 65 years
now. They don't seem
to have love For
children.
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ERNEST ToOTOOS(S
Indigenous Elder
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Eldorado’s environmental
assessment underestimates the
conditions that mignt lead to

our and runoff pollution.
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Environment Canada
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With no other suitable locations The WDCCG celebrates with faspa, We were up
to be found, Eldorado eventually a Sunday afternoon meal, at the against big money
abandons its plans to build a local school. big business,and big

uranium refinery in Saskatchewan. government. It looked
like on impossible
thing to stop.

All of the members of the WDCCG were changed
by the struggle.
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Our celebration today shows that these three
powerful forces can be met if a community of
people co-operate and oryanize.

Nettie went on to become an m@?FDE

orgonic farmer, professor and You have to start
achwist working For just and WDBB@ Don't forget where you are —
sustainable food systems in how empowering where people live
Conoda and the Global South. ?@Dm it is to organize — to get at what

we have in

with your neigh-
common.

bours, how mucn
courage it
gives you.
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I like to begin with our place
around the table — everybody
eats, and our food has ko come
from somewhere.

The call to
peace with our
environment is the
deepest resonating
call now,

Jonathan Dyck’s
debut graphic
novel, Shelterbelts,
was published by
Conundrum Press.

Josiah Neufeld is the
author of The Temple a¢
the End of the Universe,
out with House of
Anansi in June.




